
Current Research Projects (by start date) 

PI McMahon 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # NA 
Grant Period 7/1/2013–8/31/2026 

Funding Source  Currently unfunded, but ongoing population-based cohort studies. 
Title  HCC, End-stage Liver Disease, and liver-related death in HBV 

Summary Effect of antiviral therapy on reduction of HCC and end-stage liver disease 
and liver-related death in chronic HBV. 

Title Outcome by phase of HBV Infection 
Summary To examine liver-related outcomes by phase of HBV infection using the 

chronic hepatitis B cohort database. 
Title Effectiveness of HepC Treatment 

Summary Population-based evaluation of the effectiveness of therapy for hepatitis C 
infection in three groups of patients. 

Title Risk Factors for Chronic Liver Disease 
Summary Evaluation of persons in chronic hepatitis B & C cohort for other risk factors 

for chronic liver disease (LD), including alcohol-related LD and non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD). 

PI Ferucci 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # 1R01HS026208-01A1 
Grant Period 4/1/2019-2/28/2028 

Funding Source  AHRQ 
Title Evaluation of Telemedicine for Chronic Disease Specialty Care 

Summary The objective of this project is to evaluate the impact of telemedicine 
specialty care on chronic disease outcomes and costs. The study includes 
three specific aims, focused on predictors, outcomes, and costs of 
telemedicine use for chronic disease specialty care in the Alaska Tribal 
Health System. 



PI Keck 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # U01IP001116  
Grant Period 8/1/2019–7/31/2026  

Funding Source   Centers for Disease Control, National Center for Immunizations and 
Respiratory Disease (NCIRD) 

Title Surveillance for RSV and other viruses in American Indian/Alaska Native 
(Alaska Native/American Indian) children and pregnant women (RSV 
and COVID-19 SuNA) 

Summary Active surveillance for RSV, SARS-CoV-2 and respiratory viruses in 
hospitalized and outpatient Alaska Native/American Indian children and 
adults in the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta, Anchorage, Navajo Nation and White 
Mountain Apache in partnership with Johns Hopkins University. This 
surveillance helps us determine the incidence, risk factors, and viral causes 
of respiratory illness along with evaluating the effectiveness of prevention 
activities, such as vaccination.   

PI Ferucci 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # 1R01MD014664-01 
Grant Period 8/5/2019-2/28/2028 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Arthritis and Autoimmune Disease epidemiology and Impact in the 

Alaska Native Population 
Summary This study uses existing data from the Alaska Tribal Health System to focus 

on three specific aims: 1) to determine the prevalence of specific forms of 
arthritis and autoimmune disease in the Alaska Native population; 2) to 
determine hospitalization rates and causes of hospitalizations; and 3) to 
determine the rate of total joint replacements for Alaska Native people 
statewide. 

 
  



PI Keck 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # U01IP001116  
Grant Period 6/1/2020-7/31/2026 

Funding Source   Centers for Disease Control, National Center for Immunizations and 
Respiratory Disease (NCIRD) 

Title Surveillance for Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) and Other Viral 
Respiratory Infections Among American Indians/Alaska Natives 

Summary Active hospital-based surveillance for SARS-CoV-2 infection to assess age-
based incidence, severity, sequelae, and vaccine effectiveness in ANMC 
and YKHC hospital catchment communities. 

 
 

PI Keck 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # 1UG1HD090875-01; FAIN: UG1HD090875 
Grant Period 9/1/2020–8/31/2026   

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Clinical Sites for the IDeA States Pediatric Clinical Trials Network 

Summary ANTHC/SCF are participating in this network which focuses on rural and 
underserved children. The purpose is to develop pediatric clinical research 
capacity in IDeA states and conduct multicenter clinical trials. We are 
participating in a clinical trial (BREATHE - see separate entry) to evaluate the 
impact of air purifiers (HEPA filters) in reducing wheezing and cough after 
bronchiolitis hospitalizations. 

 
 

PI Eichelberger 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 2022670 
Grant Period 9/1/2020-8/31/2026 

Funding Source   NSF 
Title NNA Track 1: Collaborative Research: A Purpose-Driven Merger of 

Western Science and Indigenous Knowledge of Water Quality in Alaskan 
Communities 

Summary This project aims to merge Western scientific knowledge with Indigenous 
Knowledge of water to better understand these changes in water quality 
over time. Additionally, this project will lead to the development of a 
framework for true convergence of Indigenous Knowledge and Western 
science that can be applied to similar environmental and cultural changes 
ongoing in other communities.   

  



PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1 P50 CA285275-01A1 
Grant Period 9/01/2021- 8/31/2029 

Funding Source   NCI through Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center 
Title Translational Research Program in Colorectal Cancer Disparities; 

Administration Core 
Summary Funding to support activities related to the Translational Research Program 

in Colorectal Cancer Disparities. 

 
 

PI McMahon 
Department Community Health Services/ Research Services 

Award # P20CA252732-01A1 
Grant Period 9/6/2021 – 8/31/2026 

Funding Source   National Cancer Institute 
Title Liver Cancer Disparities in Alaska Native/American Indian People 

Summary Small randomized clinical trial (RCT) comparing abbreviated MRI to 
ultrasound for liver cancer screening in Alaska Native/American Indian 
people with cirrhosis or chronic hepatitis B. The purpose of this study is to 
demonstrate the feasibility of such an RCT and gather data needed to design 
a larger study that will tell us if US or aMRI is better for liver cancer 
screening. Results will be analyzed in combination with results from a 
similar RCT being conducted by the Cherokee Nation. This project also 
includes analysis of historic alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) measurements for the 
prediction of liver cancer and analysis of stored tissue and blood samples to 
help develop better liver cancer biomarkers. 

 
 

PI Stillwater 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1S06GM142122 
Grant Period 9/24/2021- 7/31/2026  

Funding Source   NARCH XI 
Title Exploring Diabetes Screening in an Urban Alaska Native Dental Clinic 

Summary Develop and pilot test a diabetes screening and referral system for Dental 
Clinic patients to identify and refer patients at risk for diabetes to primary 
care. 

 
 

  



PI Townsend 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # NA 
Grant Period 12/1/2021- 12/31/2026 

Funding Source   NPAIHB 
Title Alaska Liver Disease ECHO 

Summary Liver Disease ECHO is a telementoring program targeting healthcare 
providers within the Tribal healthcare system to help them provide the best 
care possible to Alaska Native/ American Indian patients living with liver 
disease. The expert consultant team includes experts in Pharmacy, 
Diabetes/Nutrition, and Behavioral Health. Each session begins with a liver 
disease didactic presented by a subject matter expert followed by one or 
more case presentations by a provider(s) to the subject matter experts who 
provide holistic best practices input for cases presented. CE/CMEs are 
provided, along with pharmacology credits for nurse practitioners when 
appropriate, based on didactic topic. 

 
 

PI Townsend 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # NA 
Grant Period 12/1/2021- 12/31/2026 

Funding Source   NPAIHB 
Title Alaska Infectious Disease ECHO: HCV-HIV-PrEP-STIs 

Summary Infectious Disease ECHO is a telementoring program targeting healthcare 
providers within the Tribal healthcare system to help them provide the best 
care possible to Alaska Native/ American Indian patients at risk, or living 
with HCV, HIV, or other STIs. The expert consultant team includes Infectious 
disease/HIV specialists and liver disease specialists from the ANTHC along 
with experts in Pharmacy to provide the bast care for screening, managing, 
treating, and preventing these infectious diseases. Each session begins with 
a didactic presented by a subject matters expert followed by one or more 
case presentations by a provider(s) to the subject matter experts who 
provide holistic best practices input for cases presented. CE/CMEs are 
provided, along with pharmacology credits for nurse practitioners when 
appropriate, based on didactic topic. 

 
 

  



PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # ANTHC-19-M-294836 
Grant Period 1/1/2022- 12/31/2026 

Funding Source   TECK Alaska Inc. 
Title Kivalina Health Assessment Phase II 

Summary Follow up of the finding of high congenital heart defect rates in original 
community health assessment. Environmental factors will be assessed. 

 
 

PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1R01DA056469-01A1 
Grant Period 5/1/2022 – 3/31/2027 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Family-Based Financial Incentives Intervention for Smoking Cessation 

among Alaska Native People 
Summary Family-based incentive interventions have not been evaluated for smoking 

or other addictions. To fill this gap, the objective of the proposed study is to 
evaluate the effectiveness and implementation of a culturally-adapted, 
ANAI family-based incentives intervention for smoking cessation. Using a 
Hybrid Type I design, we will evaluate the intervention's effectiveness. 
Guided by the RE-AIM (Reach, Effectiveness, Adoption, Implementation, 
Maintenance) framework, we will collect data relevant to maximizing reach 
and future adoption within the ATHS. The randomized Clinical Trial (RCT) 
will enroll dyads (an adult ANAI person who smokes and an adult family 
member). National data indicate 44% of adults who smoke are exposed to 
other people who smoke (PWS) in their home. Engaging a family member 
(potentially someone who smokes) aims at gaining household or non-
household family support for quitting. 

 
 

  



PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # FY23.001.027 
Grant Period 7/15/2022- 3/31/2027 

Funding Source   NIMHHD through University of Colorado 
Title Resource Center for Tribal Epidemiology Centers 

Summary This Agreement is provided to enhance ANTHC Research services 
department's capacity to undertake research and data analyses consistent 
with local health priorities and needs. The funds may be used to support 
personnel costs; training costs (e.g., tuition, training fees, etc.); purchase of 
computer hardware and software; acquisition, linkage, management and 
analyses of existing and/or new data; technical assistance in study design, 
data management, data analysis, data visualization, interpretation of 
results, preparation of reports, presentations, and publications; collection of 
new qualitative and quantitative data; other project implementation costs; 
dissemination of results locally, regionally, and nationally; and travel to 
conduct above activities. 

 
 

PI Eichelberger 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1 R01 AI170946-01 
Grant Period 8/18/2022 – 7/31/2027 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Alaska Native Communities Advancing Vaccine Uptake (VAXH SCF 

Covid Vaccine Hesitancy) 
Summary Little research has attempted to understand or address barriers to COVID-

19 vaccination in ANAI people, despite unique geographical, historical, and 
cultural factors that could influence vaccine uptake in this population. We 
have formed a consortium of Tribal health leaders from across Alaska to 
better understand vaccine attitudes and intentions, including hesitancy, and 
to increase vaccine uptake in Alaska ANAI communities. In conjunction with 
community advisors, we will develop and implement a theory-driven 
intervention that is grounded in ANAI values of relationality and respect. 

 
 

  



PI Day 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1R01NR020491-01 
Grant Period 8/22/2022 – 5/31/2027 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Jumpstarting Culturally-informed Advanced Care Planning with ANAI 

People in Primary Care 
Summary This cluster-randomized trial at SCF is intended to increase the creation of 

Advanced care Directives stored in the EHR for seriously ill Alaska Native/ 
American Indian patients.   

PI Ferucci 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # S06GM146094 
Grant Period 9/2/2022 – 7/31/2026 

Funding Source   NARCH XII 
Title ANTHC NARCH XII Administrative Core  

Summary ANTHC NARCH XII Administrative Core is designed to ensure the success of 
the overall components (Admin Core, Capacity Building Project (AKIRP), and 
Research Project (PASS). The specific aims of the Admin Core are to: 1) 
provide administrative, ethical, regulatory, and fiscal guidance and oversight 
for each of the funded projects; 2) oversee researcher and mentor 
development, with a focus on structured mentor/mentee relationships and 
collaboration with existing career development and pilot grant programs; 3) 
improve the research consultation and research review processes by 
ANTHC and regional Tribal Health Organization partners by supporting 
existing research consultation and review committees with their capacity 
building and educational needs; and 4) support the evaluation plans for each 
project and for the center as a whole. 

 
 

PI Jessen 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # S06GM146094 
Grant Period 9/2/2022 – 7/31/2026 

Funding Source   NARCH XII 
Title Alaska Indigenous Research Program 

Summary The Alaska Indigenous Research Program is a cross-cultural educational 
program for researchers, students and health professionals to ensure that 
health research is conducted in collaboration with Alaska Native/ American 
Indian communities and people. This is a partnership between ANTHC and 
APU. 



PI Eichelberger 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # S06GM146094 
Grant Period 9/2/2022 – 7/31/2026 

Funding Source   NARCH XII 
Title Evaluation of the Portable Alternative Sanitation System (PASS) on In-

Home 
Summary This study will evaluate the impact of a targeted water, sanitation, and 

hygiene (WASH) intervention developed specifically for Alaska 
Native/American Indian communities, known as the Portable Alternative 
Sanitation System (PASS), on water use, waste management, water-wash 
disease and well-being (defined by both biomedical and locally-defined 
categories) over time in Alaska Native households. We will do this through 
two Specific Aims: 1) Characterize the lived experiences of household 
water- and santitation security (HWSS), health, and well-being in remote 
Alaska Native households across the water and sanitation service spectrum 
using community-based measures and 2) Evaluate the impact of the PASS 
on in-home water storage and use, quality of life, water security and 
reliability, and prevalence of water-washed diseases.   

 
 

PI Keck 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 5U24OD024957-05, subaward: 54487-BREATHE 
Grant Period 10/24/2022 – 8/31/2026 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Reduction of indoor air pollution with HEPA filtration to decrease 

respiratory symptom burden 
Summary This is a multicenter clinical trial as part of ISPCTN to determine whether 

high efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters (air purifiers) in homes will 
reduce cough and wheeze in infants after hospitalization for bronchiolitis. 

  

PI Redwood 
Department Community Health Services/Epidemiology 

Award #  R01CA280639 
Grant Period 5/25/2023-4/30/2028 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title Deep Molecular and Cellular Profiling of Colorectal Cancer Tumor and 

Immune Microenvironment in Alaska Native people 
Summary Evaluation of the molecular landscape of the tumor and tumor 

microenvironment among Alaska Native people with colorectal cancer. 
  



PI Stillwater 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1R01HL168853-01 
Grant Period 9/12/2023-5/31/2028 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title More Outside Your Door 

Summary More Outside Your Door is a multi-level, randomized, stepped-wedge 
intervention trial designed to reduce the disparity of childhood obesity in 
Yup'ik Alaksa Native children by increasing the proportion of nutrient-dense 
traditional and traditional-like foods consumed and increasing physical 
activity, particularly outdoor activities related to traditional Yup'ik 
subsistence and lifestyle practices. 

 
 

PI Keck 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1OT2OD035835-01 
Grant Period 9/25/2023-9/22/2028 

Funding Source   NIH 
Title ComPASS - Neqkiuryaraq - The Art of Preparing Food. 

Summary Major Goals: 1) Develop multi-sectoral coalition to address food security 
and sovereignty in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta; 2) Develop a structural 
intervention to support healthy food availability and consumption; 3) 
Evaluate the impacts of the structural intervention. 

 
 

PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1U01DE033642 
Grant Period 4/12/2024-1/31/2029 

Funding Source   NIH (Alaska INBRE) 
Title Early Intervention for Childhood Caries to Address Alaska Native 

Disparities in 
Summary Randomized trial to reduce early childhood caries by coordinating oral 

health exams with well child visits. 
 

 

  



PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1P20FM152302-01 
Grant Period 5/1/2024-4/30/2029 

Funding Source   NIGMS 
Title Alaska Native Center of Health Research (ANCHR) 

Summary The overall goals of the Alaska Native Center for Health Research (ANCHR) 
are to develop a cadre of investigators in Alaska engaged in research to 
address health disparities in the Alaska Native population; expand the 
capacity for health disparities research in Alaska; and encourage the 
recruitment of AN investigators into health disparities research careers at 
ANTHC and other organizations in Alaska. These goals fully align with the 
ANTHC vision and mission through partnerships with communities, Tribal 
Health Organizations (THO), academic institutios, and others to optimize 
health through addressing AN health disparities. Hiring of new staff, 
particularly Alaska Native or American Indian (AN/AI) individuals, will 
expand capacity to achieve this goal. The center consists of an 
administrative core and three research projects which ae supported by the 
core. Funding is for five years with the possibility of extending for two 
additional five-year cycles. 

  

PI Redwood 
Department Community Health Services/Epidemiology 
Award # U01CA290673 
Grant Period 8/1/2024-7/31/2029 
Funding Source   NIH 
Title Building a Cancer Epidemiology Cohort to Investigate Factors 

Associated with higher Risk of Colorectal Cancer Among Alaska Native 
People 

Summary Establishing a cohort study of risk factors for colorectal cancer among 
Alaska Native people and establishing a biorepository for future colorectal 
research. 

 
 

  



PI (Ford, Jessen) 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1OT2DA061112-01 
Grant Period  

8/15/2024-7/31/2026 
 

Funding Source   NIH, NIDA 
Title Heal(th) From Within: A Research Collaborative to Share our Journey to 

Wellness 
Summary A growing body of evidence suggests that Indigenous-based healing 

approaches are successful in addressing the impacts of historical and 
community traumas. The Native Collective Research Effort to Enhance 
Wellness (NCREW) project entitled Heal(th) From Within will investigate 
this further. The goal is to enhance ANTHC's research capacity and 
infrastructure in the areas of substance use, overdose, and mental health. 
The outcome is to decolonize and Idigenize the way we collectively address 
substance use, overdose, and mental health and pain through culturally-
appropriate health research. Phase II of the NCREW Program, culturally-
based intervention research directs development of evidence-based 
approaches that will alleviate disparities in substance use and mental 
health among Alaska Native people.   

PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 1 P50 CA285275-01A1 
Grant Period 9/1/2024-8/31/2029 

Funding Source   NCI through Fred Hutchinson Cancer Center 
Title Translational Research Program in Colorectal Cancer Disparities; 

Summary This study is a randomized controlled trial of time-restricted eating (TRE) 
during neoadjuvant or adjuvant treatment of 100 Alaska Native patients with 
solid tumor cancers at the Alaska Native medical Center. We will examine 
whether TRE improves pathological complete response rate, reduces 
treatment-related toxicities, improves health-related quality of life, and 
adherence. Changes in selected cancer-relatedblood-based and tumor-
based markers by intervention arm will be examined. 
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PI Thomas 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # 3OT2OD032581-01S5 
Grant Period 10/1/2024 – 3/31/2026 

Funding Source   NIH Office of the Director through University of North Texas Health Science 
Title AIM-AHEAD Coordinating Center - All Four Cores 

Summary The overall objective for this project is to expand community-engagement 
practices to include pre-implementation research with ethical, legal and 
social implications of an Artificial Intelligence (ELSI-AI) lens and conduct 
additional Artificial Intelligence model evaluation of medical evacuations of 
patients with cancer and cardiovascular disease and to develop an ATHS-
wide working group with the technical capacity and community 
endorsement necessary. 

 
 

PI Thomas, Kaplan, Brownson 
Department Community Health Services/Research Services 

Award # HT94252410273 
Grant Period 1/1/2025-12/31/2028 

Funding Source   U.S. Army Medical Research Acquisition Activity  (USAMRAA) 
Title FRostbite Multicenter ObServational Trial (FROST) 

Summary This will be the first multicenter study to assess outcomes following severe 
frostbite injury. This study proposes to harmonize data collection to enable 
evaluation of the impact of warm ischemia time, use of thrombolytics and 
adjuvant therapy, and evaluation techniques for assessment of frostbite 
severity which is missing from the current literature. 

 


