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ANCSA – December 18, 1971

13 Regional Corporations

224 Village Corporations

44 million acres 

$962,000,000



ANCSA Conveyed Contaminated Lands

White Alice Communication Site
Northeast Cape St. Lawrence Island

Atka Formerly Used Defense Site 



1998 BLM Report

• ~37.3 million acres conveyed

• ~650 contaminated sites transferred

• 383 contaminated sites in a federal program

• Unclear how many other sites of concern

• Reluctance to report due to liability concern



Congressional Direction

• 2015 Appropriations Act (Public Law 113-235, FY15 Consolidated 
and Further Continuing Appropriations Act -Dec. 2014)

• BLM – Prepare comprehensive inventory of contaminated sites 
conveyed to ANCSA

• BLM – Provide updated status on recommendations from 1998 
report

• “Detailed plan on how the Department intends to complete cleanup 
of each contaminated site”



Statement of Cooperation
Agencies



• Comprehensive report for Congress with updated 
site inventory and recommendations

• Inventory is based primarily on ADEC data but 
also includes data from federal agencies and 
landowners

• A considerable effort has been made to remove 
duplicates, correct site locations, and track status 
of conveyed sites

• Separate BLM webmap

2016 BLM Report to Congress



Progress on “Report
to Congress” Recommendations

Recommendation #1:

ADEC should finalize the comprehensive inventory and 
implement a remedial action process

• ADEC and federal agencies actively working to review 
site locations, cleanup status, etc.

• SOC Workgroup has updated the ANCSA Site 
Categories and they’ve been added to the DEC 
database.

• ADEC actively updating its contaminated sites 
database (e.g., site locations, FUDS ID)



Progress on “Report
to Congress” Recommendations

Recommendation #2:

Establish a formal contaminated lands working group

• ANCSA sites workgroup established with ADEC, EPA, BLM, 
and other federal agencies (“SOC Workgroup”)

• Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) engaged to 
establish and facilitate ANCSA Contaminated Lands 
Partnership Group 

• Partnership Group  membership – ADEC, EPA, federal 
agencies, Alaska Native Corporations, and others. 



Community Environment and Health Department

Contamination Support Program
Brownfields/Tribal Response Program  





ANCSA Contaminated Lands 
Partnership Group Purpose 

For Native entities to lead the action on: 

• Addressing sites identified in the ‘ANCSA 
Contaminated Lands Inventory on ANCSA 
Conveyed Lands’ aka the BLM Web Map 

• Address new sites that were not captured in 
the 2016 Report to Congress

• Initiate the identification, verification, 
assessment, and clean-up of these sites

http://blm-egis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3af8be2b154c440abf4efb3702b1df5d


How are we going to do this? 





Looking forward

Teleconference Line: 1-800-832-0736, Room 6298822#
Webinar Link: http://anthc.adobeconnect.com/csp/

ANCSA Contaminated Lands 
Partnership Group Meeting #3 
When: 1:30PM- 3:30PM 
Where: Tubughnenq’ 5



Progress on “Report
to Congress” Recommendations

Recommendation #3:  Initiate site clean-up process

• About half (52%) of  ANCSA sites are “closed” – cleanup 
complete, or cleanup complete with institutional controls.

• About 40% of ANCSA sites are in a cleanup program.

• 9% of ANCSA sites are listed as “orphan” sites.

• Proposed 2019 work plan includes identifying potential 
“early action sites”.

• Agencies need local input to help determine priorities,  
identify sites, and confirm site locations



ADEC Contaminated Sites Database- from 
CSP home page: 

http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/index.htm

Link 
to 
DEC 
Web 
Map



ADEC Contaminated Sites 
Database

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=
315240bfbaf84aa0b8272ad1cef3cad3



ADEC Web Map
Shows all sites – not just ANCSA-conveyed sites



Site Numbers in ANCSA Inventory

2016 vs. 2019

2016 Inventory 2019 Inventory

ADEC 920 986

FAA 38 38

USACE 120 111

U.S. Air Force 11 11

Total 1089 1146



BLM Web Map Inventory, as of Jan 4, 2019



BLM Web Map Inventory, as of Jan 4, 2019



Finding 
and 

Eliminating 
Duplicate 

Sites in the 
BLM 

Inventory

 All 11 of the USAF sites have been determined to be duplicates of sites in the DEC database.

 Approximately 20 of the FAA sites are duplicates of ADEC sites.

 Approximately 36 of the FUDS sites are duplicates of ADEC sites.  

 There is also some duplication between FAA and FUDS.

 Altogether there are approximately 67 duplicate sites.



BLM Web Map Inventory, as of Jan 4, 2019



 Site Confirmation Needed

 Orphan Site

 In a Cleanup Program

 Informational

 Cleanup Complete

with Institutional Controls

 Cleanup Complete

New ANCSA Site Categories

(DEC Database)

Current ANCSA Site Categories

(BLM web map)

New category added: 

“Site Confirmation Needed”

Other categories remain the same.



ANCSA Site Inventory Goals

DEC Database

• Add all ANCSA sites where contamination is confirmed to DEC database

• Remove all duplicates

• Ensure that site locations are accurate

• Ensure that ANCSA sites status is correct

ANTHC Verification List

• Allows for review of potential new sites

• Once contamination is confirmed sites will be added to DEC database



ANTHC Contamination Support Program:

https://anthc.org/what-we-do/community-environment-and-health/brownfield-contaminated-sites/

ANVCA:

http://anvca.biz/ancsa-contaminated-land-related-documents/

BLM Report:

https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/download/blm-contaminated-lands-report

BLM Map:

https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=3af8be2b154c440abf4efb3702b1df5d

ADEC Map:

http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=315240bfbaf84aa0b8272ad1cef3cad3

Email me at eric.breitenberger@alaska.gov for these links.

Information Links:



DEC Contaminated Sites Program

Conclusions:

• ADEC and federal agencies working to refine contaminated 
sites inventory - much progress has been made.

• Efforts to improve the site inventory are ongoing.

• Outreach effort to Alaska Native Corporations is underway.

• In many cases, accurate site history and location is needed.

• Local knowledge can help with site histories and locations.

• Local needs can help establish cleanup priorities.

• Please contact ADEC with questions and concerns.















http://blm-
egis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3af8be2b154c440abf4efb3702b1df5d

http://blm-egis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3af8be2b154c440abf4efb3702b1df5d




















EPA Brownfields Funding 

Opportunities

(2) Cleanup Grants

(6) Targeted Brownfields
Assessments (TBA) and Targeted 

Assistance for Brownfields 
(TAB)

(5) Other Grants (Job Training,  Area-
wide Planning, Multipurpose)

(4) State Tribal Response Program

(1) Assessment Grants

EPA

(3) Revolving Loan Grants
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Reminder of Eligibility for competitive 

Brownfield Funds

62

• General purpose unit of local government

• Land clearance authority or other quasi-governmental 

authority

• Government entity created by the state

• Regional council or group of general purpose units of local 

government

• Redevelopment Agency chartered or otherwise sanctioned 

by a state

• State

• Indian Tribe other than in Alaska

• Alaska Native Regional Corporation, Alaska Native Village 

Corporation, and Metlakatla Indian Community

• Nonprofit organizations



NEW THIS PAST YEAR 

• Brownfields Utilization, Investment, 

and Local Development (BUILD) Act 

signed into law in March 2018

• Fall 2018 –Solicitation for 

Multipurpose, Assessment, and 

Cleanup Grants –closed 1/31/19

• Fall 2019 – Next solicitation for the 

competitive grants

MAC 

Competition



The Brownfields Utilization, Investment, 
and Local Development Act (BUILD Act)

• Enacted on March 23, 2018

• Reauthorized EPA’s Brownfields Program 

• Amended the original Brownfields law

• 2002 Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields 

Revitalization Act

• Made changes to our brownfields grants, ownership 

and liability provisions, and state and tribal response 

programs



BUILD Act

AK Native Village/Regional 

Corporation Liability 

Protection
Alaska Native Village Corporations and Alaska Native Regional 
Corporations that acquired title to property from the U.S. 
Government under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act are 
excluded from the CERCLA definition of ‘owner/operator’ and are 
therefore exempt from CERCLA liability for any previous 
contamination at the property provided that the Alaska Native 
Village Corporation or Alaska Native Regional Corporation did not 
cause or contribute to the contamination. Entities that satisfy 
these conditions are eligible for a Brownfields Grant.



BUILD Act

More Redevelopment Certainty 

for Governmental Entities 
Local or state governments that take control of a 
contaminated site no longer has to be an “involuntary” 
acquisition. 

Allows control through law enforcement activity, 
bankruptcy, tax delinquency, abandonment, or other 
circumstances



Prospective Purchasers and 

Lessees 
Bona Fide Prospective Purchaser definition was amended to include 

language related to those who have tenancy or leasehold interests 

in the facility. 

Petroleum Brownfield 

Enhancement 
Removed the language and requirement that petroleum 
brownfield sites be “of relative low risk” in order to be eligible for 

funding. 

BUILD Act



Expanded Eligibility for Non-Profit 

Organizations 
Non-profits (including LLCs and community development entities 

that are non-profit) can now apply for all brownfields grants 

(including assessment and RLF grants).  

- IRS 501(c)(3) 

Certain Publicly Owned 

Brownfield Sites 
Publicly owned sites acquired prior to January 11, 2002 can receive 

brownfields grant funding as long as the entity is not responsible for 

the contamination. 

BUILD Act



Grant Applications 
New ranking criteria focusing on renewable energy or any energy 

efficiency projects and waterfront developments (adjacent to a body 

of water or a federally designated flood plain). 

Allowing Administrative Costs for 

Grant Recipients 
Entities are now able to use up to 5% of grant awards on 

administrative costs. 

BUILD Act



Increased Funding for Cleanup 

Grants 
Increased the cleanup grant funding amount to $500,000 per site; 

eligible entities can also request a waiver to $650,000 per site, 

based on the anticipated level on contamination, size, or ownership 

status of the site.

Multipurpose Brownfields Grants 
Grant authority for Multipurpose Grants (assessment and cleanup 

combination) was increased up to $1,000,000. No more than 15% 

of the total appropriation can be awarded to Multipurpose Grants. 

BUILD Act



Small Community Technical 

Assistance Grants 
Authorized a new grant program for states and tribes to provide 

training, technical assistance, or research for small communities 

(<15,000), Indian tribes, rural areas, and disadvantaged areas. 

Maximum of $20,000 per community and one per state/tribe.

*****Current EPA State/Tribal Response Program Grantees 

were eligible – fund request was due 12/14/18*****

Funding
Authorizes the competitive grants to $200 Million for FY 2019 

through 2023

Authorization is not appropriation, which is done by Congress yearly

BUILD Act



Acquiring a Property
All Appropriate Inquiry (AAI)

• Must conduct Phase I (or equivalent) 
within six months prior to acquisition if 
claiming protection from liability. If Phase 
I is older than 180 days, must be 
updated.

• Remedial Investigations/Feasibility 
Studies do not fulfill AAI requirement.
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Developer

Prospective 
Purchaser

Professional 
Environmental 

Consultant

Brownfields 
Site 

Revitalization

Leveraged 
Resources

$$$ 

EPA 
Brownfields 

Program

State  
Brownfields 

Program

Community

Brownfields 

Revitalization



ADEC Brownfield 
Assessment and Cleanup

(DBAC service)

Assessment or cleanup for eligible brownfield  
properties

Eligible entities: federally recognized tribes,  
regional and village native corporations,  
municipalities, & local governments

Competitive statewide

October 15th – March 1st

For additional details please visit:

http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/brownfields/



State of Alaska 

Liability Protections

• Act of War

• Act of God

• Intentional or negligent act of omission of a 
third party (with  limitations)

• Government entity that acquired the property 
by escheat, another  involuntary action, or 
through the exercise of eminent domain

• Innocent Landowner (requires “Due Diligence”)

• Native Corporation receiving property under 
the Alaska Native  Claim Settlement Act

• State government entity receiving property 
under the Alaska  Statehood Act



Region 10 EPA Brownfield
Susan Morales, U.S.EPA Brownfield Coordinator

morales.susan@epa.gov, (206) 553-7299

Brandon Perkins, U.S. EPA TBA Coordinator, SAM, BF PM

perkins.brandon@epa.gov, (206) 553-6396

Mary Goolie, U.S. EPA BF PM and AK Area Planner

goolie.mary@epa.gov, (907) 271-3414

Tara Martich, U.S. EPA SOC Representative

Martich.tara@epa.gov, (907) 271-6323
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ANTHC Contamination Support Program 

Joy Britt 

(907) 729-5630

jdbritt@anthc.org

Dept. of the Interior 

Philip Johnson

(907)271-5011 

philip_johnson@ios.doi.gov

Bureau of Land Management 

Paul Krabacher 

(907) 271-5681

pkrabach@blm.gov

DEC Contaminated Sites Program
John Halverson

(907)269-7545
john.halverson@alaska.gov

Eric Breitenberger
(907) 451-2158
eric.breitenberger@alaska.gov 

Christy Howard 
(907) 269-2021
christy.howard@alaska.gov

Lisa Griswold
(907) 269-2021
lisa.griswold@alaska.gov 

Thank you! Questions?


