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3 Topics 

• Arctic Council  

• International Union for Circumpolar Health 

• Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee  (IARPC) 



1.  Arctic Council Initiative 

• Promote a “One Health” Approach in Arctic Health 

 

• Objectives 

• Develop a strategy for a “One Health” approach to address climate-
related changes to human health in the Circumpolar Arctic 

•  Enhance a circumpolar network of One Health stakeholders. 

 

• Coordinated by the Arctic Human Health Experts Group 

 



Health Concerns Where a One Health Approach could be used:   
-Animal-to-Human Infectious Diseases.   
-Environmental Contaminants, Wildlife health and Subsistence foods. 



One Health Activities 

• One Health Session at International Congress on Circumpolar Health  
• Oulu, Finland   June 9, 2015 

• Manuscript: “The Arctic – A One Health Imperative” 
• Bruce Ruscio, Josh Glasser    US Dept of State 

• Mike Brubaker, Will Hueston, Tom Hennessy  

• International J of Circumpolar Health   
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• One Health Workgroup Meeting 
• October 20, 2015 

• In association with Senior Arctic Officials meeting 

• Denaina Center 



One Health Next Steps, Options 

• Collect information about existing One Health programs and projects 
• Use for education, advertisement in Arctic populations 

• Catalog of activities 

• Compare results, share best practices 

• Analysis of One Health activities in Arctic 
• “Mapping” intersectoral networks and stakeholders 

• Identify ways to strengthen systems 

• Create, endorse or fund a new project or projects 
• Collaboration with AMAP, IUCH or other partner? 



2. International Union for Circumpolar Health 

• Links national or regional circumpolar health groups  

• Multi-disciplinary, wide range of topics 

• Activities 
• National orgs: American Society for Circumpolar Health 

• Int’l Congress every 3 years 
• Next Copenhagen, 2018 

• International Journal for Circumpolar Health 

• Networks and working groups 
• Infectious Diseases WG 



IUCH Infectious Disease WG 

• Surveillance and research groups 
• Intl Circumpolar Surveillance, Viral Hepatitis, H. pylori, TB,  

• Climate Change and Infectious Diseases 
• 2 Regional Meetings 
• Fairbanks, 2010 

• Zoonotic infections in Alaska: disease prevalence, potential impact of climate change and 
recommended actions for earlier disease detection, research, prevention and control 

• K. Hueffer, et al.,   IJCH 2013, 72: 19562 

• Copenhagen.  Sept 2011 
• Climate change and infectious diseases in the Arctic:  establishment of a circumpolar 

working group,  
• Parkinson, et al.,   IJCH, 2014, 73:25163 



Climate and Infectious Diseases WG 

• Next project: Compare surveillance for climate-sensitive zoonoses 
across Arctic region 
• Survey of diseases notifiable to public health 

• Human and animal 

• Summarize data and trends 
• Compare and contrast 

• Best practices 

• Report for publication 



3. IARPC Human Health Team 

• Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee 

• Arctic Research Plan 
• Human Health 
•  Continue and expand circumpolar surveillance of and research on infectious 

and non-communicable diseases, trauma, and injuries   
• Continue interagency collaboration to monitor the impacts of climate change 

and environmental contaminants on human health   
• Continue to support investigator-initiated research in major health-priority 

areas   
• Continue to engage indigenous communities and tribal groups in research 

activities and projects in the Arctic  

 



Website 
http://www.iarpccollaborations.org/index.html 







Health Milestones 



• Please visit the website, join the Health Team 

• Use this to network and share events, publications, activities 


